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Doini Island where we had our weekend away.

4 Devotional and Pictures A few months ago, | started doing a little work with the newly established

church in a village called Popova. | went into the work with some high
hopes, but the reality of the situation was quickly disappointing. Most of
the church was connected by family ties, and that family group was in the
midst of some deep disagreements. This, of course, rolled over into church
life. A few weeks after | started working with the church, one of the only
male leaders moved out of the province.

oln the sa
tell you, there is
rejoicing in the

presence of the It was a slow and disappointing start.
angels ?f God over However, God started his work when | realized it was not something | could
one sinner who do. Gabriel, the male leader, returned to the village. Some of the family
repent s. O issueswere resolved, and several members returned to worship. (At a
15:10 NIV) church of 3-6 people, every member counts!) In addition, Nigel, a man

from up the road, also started worshiping with the church.

Three weeks ago Nigel came to church with a woman who wanted to be
baptized. Two weeks ago, four young people who had been studying with
Gabriel decided to be baptized.

The blessing in each of these cases is that the studying and encouragement
came from the local church members (with help from Marcus).

Every other week, | join the Popova church for services and once every
couple of weeks | make my way out there. This last Sunday they said that
they wanted to have a meal to celebrate the baptisms.

| couldn’t agree more. If the angels in heaven are celebrating, why
shouldn’t we?
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For this reason | kneel
before the Father, from
whom his whole family in

heaven and on earth
derives its name. | pray
that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen
you with power through
his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts
through faith. And | pray
that you, being rooted
and established in love,
may have power,
together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide
and long and high and
deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this
love that surpasses
knowledgen that you may
be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God.
(Ephesians 3:14-19 NIV)
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Miscellaneous Updates
By Craig
Kibung Preparations

In about seven months, we plan to host anywhere between 500-1000 Christians from
around PNG. This national church gathering is an opportunity for local Christians to
come together to learn, praise, and fellowship.

As you might imagine, there is quite a bit of logistical work. Please pray that we

can make the necessary preparations.
Wedre Legal

In January we learned that the work and entry permits had been processed for the
missionaries in PNG. Missionaries in PNG now have another three year work permit.

Articles of interest

At Money Help For Christians, | published an article from an interview with some of
the people from church. The topic covered issues of poverty, wealth, and
generosity. Read the article here.

Jeri has been helping update our blog with some interesting articles. If you want to
know what is happening in our personal lives, please visit www.pngfords.com.

The Moving Church

Feb 28", 2010 there was a tsunami warning in PNG. The warning was in effect from
10:30-11:00 a.m. on Sunday morning.

After our Bible class we loaded everyone into vehicles and had our services at Leslie
and Loopie Williams’ house. The Williamses live at the highest point in town.

Mends Leadership Training Days

I’ve started coordinating some bi-monthly men’s training days. These day-long
seminars on Saturdays provide the local men in and around Alotau with some much
needed ministry and biblical training.

Spoiled by Email

In February, we got internet hooked up in my office. No more standing in the
middle of the lawn to get an internet connection. FYI, our email provider had a lot
of trouble last month. If you sent something to pngfords@kulamail.net and you
didn’t get a response, it likely got lost in cyberspace. Use pngfords@gmail.com
instead.

Pictures bel ow:

sports
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Family Perspective
By Jeri

| had to look in my journal to remember what we’ve been up to the last
couple of months. Seems like a whirlwind!

In January, we struggled through some sickness with Caleb. He got
malaria, and then a small sore on his leg become extremely infected.
After a couple of weeks, he finally recovered from everything. | was
amazed to see how Hannah cared for him and helped me around the
house as | took care of him.

Personally, | enjoyed having a training session with some women at
church. | spent one Saturday morning in January training them how to
teach Bible class for young children.

Our family enjoyed a getaway with our teammates to a beautiful island
resort at the beginning of February. It was a nice retreat for all of us.
Seeing lots of dolphins in the wild was the one of the highlights of the
weekend.

It’s fun to see how the kids grow and change. They are all such a joy.
Hannah and Caleb are really into playing Uno now, and they still love to
read books. While reading a book to them about how trees have buds,
Hannah asked, “What’s a bud?” Caleb then said, “I’m your bud, Mom.”
As | write, Elizabeth is chewing away and trying to cut her first tooth.

Jeri at the house of Joel
and Elva Siropodi

She continues to be a very happy baby. This is such a fun stage with My son, do not forget my
them. | am trying to take the advice of all the mothers who have told me tea_Chmg, but keep my commpnds
that it just goes so quickly, so enjoy it while it lasts. in your heart, for they will

prolong your life many years and
bring you prosperity. (Proverbs

Short Term Missions Handbook 3:1-2NIV)

By Craig
Have you ever had a great idea that turned out to be more work than you ever imagined?

Early in 2010, Jeri and | were out on a walk. Somehow we came up with the idea - we would write an eBook
together. | guess Jeri figured if | was going to be writing so much, she may as well join in the insanity. We
wanted to put together a practical handbook that would help people who are participating in short term
missions.

So, we started writing, and writing, and writing. Before we knew it, we were at the point of no return.

When the book was written, we thought our work was done. Little did we know, we still had a busy month of
work before the book would be worthy to publish. Those pesky editors (whom we dearly love) kept sending
back a ton of useful suggestions. Each time we thought we had a finished product, we would catch one more
small change.

That is why I’m pleased to announce that as of March 1%, 2010, the book is officially available to the pubic.
Until Thursday March 4™ the book will be 50% off, so if you are interested in a copy or learning more about
the book, please visit http://www.moneyhelpforchristians.com/short-term-missions-handbook/ .

Also, since we know this is a valuable resource for churches, we are offering a free copy to all church leaders
and people who work with missions organizations. Just sign up here if you are a church leader.


http://www.moneyhelpforchristians.com/short-term-missions-handbook/
http://forms.aweber.com/form/08/530517908.htm
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Elizabeth da.k.a Bunny Rabit ~ Hannah and Caleb at potluck

Devotional
By Craig
Jesus: A Give or Take Relationship?

Somany gathered that there was no room left, not
outside the door, and he preached the word to thel
(Mark 2:2 NIV)

Read the first three chapters of Mark and you’ll
get the distinct impression that Jesus is an
extremely popular man. His message was
attractive and his miracles impressive.

Jesus gained a lot of followers who wanted to
take something from their relationship with
Jesus.

AYou wil/ all fa
written: fAol I
bescattered. 6 (Mark 14:

In Mark 8, Jesus starts clearly explaining his
mission. He explains that a relationship with
him involves giving. Slowly, people start
scattering and abandoning Jesus.

Do you serve Jesus to get from Jesus or to give
to Jesus?

Craig, Jeri, Hannah, Caleb, and
Elizabeth Ford
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Church meeting

Jeri and the kids at the Masurina Lodge
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