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Like Wild Fire
By Craig
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It is always importantforus t o r emember t hat ,andeéven
when we rest, he continues to work. Sometimes our shoulders ache from
the burden we carry. Perhaps we are trying to carry too much? Perhaps
we have forgotten that God is still in control.

Over the last few months, we have seen some very positive responsesto
the Christian call. In the last couple of months , there have been about a
And | tell you that you aredozen baptisms at the town church. Some of those baptisms have been
. young people from church who have long since heard the Christian
P.eter,. and on this rock | message, but only now were moved to respond. Others who were baptized
will build my church, and 5r¢ those who heard the Word preached and responded by giving their lives

the gates of Hades will Ny service to God and his Kingdom.

overcome it(Matthew . . .
16:18 NIV) We are thankful to God as he is working here in Alotau.

Williams Family Moving

After serving as missionaries in Alotau for over ten years, Leslie and Loopie
Williams, along with their daughter , Baylee, will be moving back to Canada
or the US at the end of this year.

Though there will obviously be a significant transition in their absence ,we
are confident that God will continue the good work he has accomplished
through this family.

We look forward to several more months of work with the Williamses
before they make their move at the end of this year.
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Better is one day in your
courts than a thousand
elsewhere; | would rather
be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than
dwell in thetents of the
wicked. (Psalm 84:10

NIV)
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Thompson Family Visit & PNG Lessons
By Craig

The Champions church of Christ has overseen our work since we first moved here
just over four years ago. During that time , Troy Thompson has been the missions
deacon who serves with foreign missions.

For the last week of June , Troy and his two sons, Nathan and Hayden, stayed with
us. It was a blessing to have them here to see, firsthand, the things that are

being accomplished in Alotau through the assistance of the Champions
congregation (and you, too!).

Having some new visitors allowed me to look at our work through fresh eyes . S
here is a list of 10 things | might not have ever told you about PNG.

1. Whenitrains, it pours. Forthe seven days that the Thompsons were
here, it rained 5 and %2 days. We had a few activities cancelled because
there was so much rain.

2. People chew something called beetle nut. It makes the person & mouth
and teeth red. For outsiders , it is not exactly the nicest looking thing.

3. People here believe in and talk a lot about the spiritual world. |
especially enjoyed watching the g u yfacés when we talked abo ut rats
and demon possession. So what do you thirk? k it wrong to rebuke a rat
in Jesusd name?

4. When you go to visit people in their homes , you almost always sit on the
ground.

5. You can make a big i mpact on someo
visit.

6. PNG people are very generous and thoughtful.

7. Our family is blessed to be able to work here and minister to the people of
PNG.

8. When going from place to place, people often carry large bags of cargo on
their heads.

9. We eat a lot of rice.

10. There is actually a surprising amount of options and variety in the grocery
stores here.

Thank you to Troy, Nathan, and Hayden for your visit. We pray thatitwasa s
much of a blessing for you as it was for our friends here in PNG.

Below: Hayden, Nathan, and Troy with Jeri and the kids in front of the church at Gama.
Above left: Troy visiting New Guinea Compound.
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Family Perspective
By Jeri

We had a different kind of busyness during the months of May and June. |did a
few weeks of oOpreschool 6 at home with
decided wef6d take a break from school

Craig and | celebrated our 10 year anniversary on May 20. We ¢
with so many amazing experiences and 3 beautiful children in these 10 years.

The end of May gave us a new challenge when Craig had to go to North America
to fulfill some government requirements. We were apart for almost 2 weeks. |
was nervous about it, but God took care of the kids and | here in PNG, and He
wat ched over Craig while he travel ed.
friendship and the wonderful ways he helps me out.

We were excited to meet Craig in Sydney for a family vacation on his way back
to PNG at the beginning of June. We had a wonderful time there as a family. It
was also great to spend some time with the Whaleys in Wollongong.

Elizabeth turned one year old on June 18 ". We celebrated with banan a cake

and strawberry ice cream. She | oved
stuff. Itds been so much fun seeing
of us. She has such a great time following Hannah and Caleb all over the house
soshecan play with them. Sheds not wal

At the end of June, we were blessed to have the Thompson s visit from

Champi ons. I shoulddve counted how m
seen anything |like this. 6 They survi
shower s. I think they should do just

thankful for the support of the church of Christ in Champions and so many
others.

Trip to Canada, USA, and Australia

By Craig

For a three week period between the end of May and first part of June , | did a
little travel ing. Because of some government requirements | must return to the
US at least once a year. The trip was a great opportunity for me to see some
family and visit with our supporting church in Houston. | loved the opportunity

for me to re -envision what God is doing in Alotau and refocus. After my trip to
Canada and the States | met Jeri and the kids in Australia for a 9 night vacation .

We enjoyed seeing the kid s shiver and walk with eyes wide open staring at the
modern conveniences of life. You never realize how many city lights there are
until you travel with jungle kids.

Our final four nights were spen t in Wollongong, Australia visit ing with Jason and
Nicole Whaley who are missionaries there.

The kids getting ready to
head to the beach.

Go, proclaim this messag
toward t he
6Return, fa
decl ares th
frown on you no longer,
for | am m
decl ares tlh
not be angry forever. Only
acknowledge your gudt
you have rebelled agains
the Lord your God, you
have scattered your favor
to foreign gods under
every spreading tree, anc
have not ob
declares the Lord.
(Jeremiah 3:1213 NIV)
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Nathan & Hayden with PNG Friends Ford Family Elizabeth celebrates 1 % birthday

Devotional
By Craig
Not My Will

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the
ground and Fatheriyitesgpossihie)
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | wi
but as you will .o ( Ms

| wonder how difficult it was for Jesus to speak
those words dnot as | will, but as you will.

| spend a lot of my time thinking about what |
want to do. How | want to respond to certain
situations. And then, there is Jesus. He was one
with the Father , and as such he had as much joy
doing what his father wanted as what he
personally wanted.

Giving up your wants is hard. But, that is
fundamentally what it means to be a Christian.
Our faith is one that is really lived through
giving, not through getting.

May God strengthen us as we seek His will above
our own.

Craig, Jeri, Hannah, Caleb, and
Elizabeth Ford
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